Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr2013/05/20 : CIA-RDP82-000§7@39§0073(B€9}7
i‘: , _ CLASSIFICATION ~ GONF@DENTIAL /4

= S CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

i/ INFORMATION REPORT CD NO. " 50X1

-

sox1  SUBJECT Inland Waterways of the USSR NO. OF PAGES 3

_COUNTRY USSR  DATE DISTR. /2 ac ¥ 1954

NO. OF ENCLS.

(LISTED BELOW)

SUPPLEMENT.TO
. REPORT NO.

THIA QOGUNERY CONTAINS INFOANA TON AFFLETING THE NATIONAL PEFENSE .
GF THE UNITED sTaTES LITHIN THE MEANING 0F TiTLL (&) sECTIONS 703
AND Th4y oF TNE l‘l'f' 0DEy AB AMENDED. irs Vllﬂ'll"llﬂl AN REVES THIS |s UNEVALUATED lNFoRMATION
. LATION OF {TH CONTENTY 70 OR RECCIRT BY AN UNAUTHOR(IED PENEON (8
50X14 PROMIDITES BY LA, THE NEPROOURTION OF THIN FOAM (§ FAOHINITED.

50X1 ~

! . 8, Geological studies revealed that in a prior period perhaps three :

' tho years ago the Amu Darya River flowed into Sarykamyshskaya Kotliva
yr3 apd found its way to the Caspian Sea, However, sinee the

Nzt Amu Darye has cut its present chamnel, the entire ares south and

x © 7" west of it is most arid and by and large composed of sand, - The soil
appsars 4o be very rilch end capable of considersble agricultural
yiel‘ao

R

50X1
2, In order to provide water for this fine but arid soil [ plens §
for a petwork of cenals. These cansls were to be complsted as three bt #
indepeéndent operations — each operation was referred to as a *Wariant*, '

8. In Variant I, it was proposed to dredge and clean out the Kunya
Darys -avd construct a cansl south frem Sarykamyshskeya Kotliva to Tl
‘ Erasmovodsk, Within the first Variant it was also planned that the : =
' river bed of the Ruslec Ozboya, south of Gory Bol!Shoy Balkhan would
: be dredged and cleaned,

“\ b, Varisnt II, Glavniy Variant /Chief Variant/.

. (1) It was proposed that the Unguz River would be dredged and cleaned
: from the Ami Darya'at Deynau west until it Joined the Ruslo
Ozboys., :

,V/

¢. Variant III, o
/z;/'5°X1

(1) The Eelivski Sobros, a dry river bed, would be dredged and a
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canal constructed and joimed to the Margab River at Bolshevik,
From Bolshevik a continuation of this canal would be extended
north on the Margsb River all the way to Kolodets Mirza Charle
where. 1t would connect with the Unguz River canal.

4, The Zeravehangky Cansl,

(1) The plan also included & canal from Ak-Rabat- (east bank of
Amu Darya) to Gizhduvan, . 50X1

No wark was begun on amy of these cansls until the end of World W
II, From gleaning various types of Soviet literature ’—J.+a.r;‘

that the Soviets completed Variant I by 1951.

ortance of the jected Cenals.
8. One of the msjor seonomic problems of Ferghans and Central Asis
is to develop the cotton industry of the region, The primary

* obstacle is, of course, lack of sufficient water,

ELY O e R

b. In an average year the USSR poduges 3,100,000 tons of cotton,

Of this emount Central Asia /USSR/ produces approximately three
million tons, - Agricultural specialigts of the Soviet Uniop maintain
that ece the first Variant is completed Central Asis ﬁs&n{? can
double her cotton output and produce ancther three million tons per
year,

e. W 50 years the water lsvel of the Casplan Sea is lowered 50

' ‘ imeters., By turning the waters of the fmu Derys inte the
Caspian Sea via Variant I, the additional water would cut the
ghrinksge to seme degres = but not entirely,

R d. A fastor of utmost impertance relative to the development of

. JVgriant I, is that it would provide e comt us water route -

y 'Zgzansp@rtati@g/ from Mogcow to Samrka‘mﬂ,ﬁ' From Moscow to the
Cagplan Sea via the Volga River. From Kreaunovodsk via the Uzboy
Canal to the Kuna Darye canel which would join the Amd Darya at
Ak-Babat, From Bk-Rabst to Gizhduvan vis the Zeravshansky Canal,
From Gizhduven to Semerkend via the Zeravehen River

® The Amn River is by and large melkays vods /ahallow water/. Its
. averags depth 14 75 centiméters, The Amu also carries considerabls
‘#and and silt - consequently vessels which draw over 75 ’
certimeters canmot navigate this river, Much of the Amu ig dredged
at least ‘once a year and scmbtimes tuloce, As a result it was
deemed cheaper to construct & cansl parallel ‘to the Amu from
 Cherdshou t5 Kerki, Plans were drawy for its éqngprdetiono _

f. Relative to the Unguski Variant, the Unguz river bed cuts the
.. Xarkhun Oblast in balf - mogt of this reglon is sendy, elthough a
~ few spotd are fres of samd. For twd or three months of the
. 8pring geason much of the area is .Yery green because of the growth:
of pedge, carex, and cther grasses, ,

g Ope of the chief reasons for the canal which would connect
Krasnovodsk h Termez via Kerki is due to the proximity of the
Aghkhabad railway to Iran, In meny places this railway is less
then two hundred meters from the Iranian border, The Soviets
reagoned thit in the event of wer thfe lins could be repeatedly
cut by saboteurs whe could readily slip over the border into Iran,
The Soviets felt that the proposed cenal would be sufficiently
distant from the border (that it could be protected); and that
since excellent railwey facilities tied Termez to Samarkend, such
8 water route would serve to keep supplies flowing congtantly,
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1hls proJect was completed by 1932, Tke dam ie
ers long, end 25 meters wide at the top, Water can be
backed up at the rate of 25 cubic meters of water per sscond, Much
of the dam is earth £i11, However, the major stricture which is
. located at Karabekaul is concrete, ' The waters controlled at this
& * point .ave used primerily for the growth of cotton. '
i '&’ . . s . v i R . B . .

b, Sultau-Bent Jabout 50 miles southeast of Mary in Turkmen ussg/.
This dam was dompleted in 1932 and comtrcls the waters of the Murgab
- Rlver, It contalns about 120 meters of conorete, It stands eight
meters high and is about three meters wide at the top. The bottom of
the dem is 15 meters wide, The primery purpose for the construction
of the dam &t Sultan~Bent was to retain the high late spring waters
" and provide sufficient water for the farms south of Sultan~Bent,
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